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ust 25 kilometres from Lisbon, in the tranguil
village of Aroeria, a place whare you can hear
the waves crashing in the ocean and smell the
fragrance of centuries-old pine trees, you'll find an
unforgettabla house. ts architecture, spaciousness
and eclectic furnishings combing beautifully to craate a
sense of serene comfart and striking modernism
Created by architect Muno Lagartinha, his modern
masterpiece has 9,000 square feet of space distnbuted
aver two floors. Set 0 acres of verdant, lush gardens, it
is an architectural wonder With its all-glass frantage and
soaring curved rools, it's hard to imaging that the house
was built n & mere ning menths, a feat made possible
by the team of diligent and totally dedicated workmen
who created |t
The design bnef given to Lagartinhe took the
unusiual form of a letter with the title: "The heuse of
our dreams”, |t described in detail the client's habits,
hobhbies and experiences of living in other homes, bath
positive and negative
Just one week later, the client, Torres Filho, a Brazilian
man with & Partuguese soul, received the architect's
proposal. Fram then on, the client demanstrated his
obvious wish to exercise firm control over the entire
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The mair idea was o erect a home that et in as much
ight a5 possible. Its resulbing L-shape also allows it o B & - &SR G6
connect completely with the surrounding ping-wood

forest, while shll maintaining total prvacy P FARFIEEFTEEFEEZLH B EH:

Part of the briet was 1o create a house that was not

only for living in, but also one that would be suitable mAEE—EZHEA=MR - 20 - BEMELE 2R T

for hosting parties, and with a layout that could be e THEE  RARKRE ENMER - HRHE e i i

sted to suit the client's lifestyla. To this end, a gym,
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private spa, guest bedrooms, play are
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and stunning swimming pool were
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reas, an office, a main bedroom suite with a

closet, three guest suites, a glamaorous kitchen, and two. EEEa R L EiE MaE - &80 &
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THE MAIN IDEA WAS TO ERECT A HOME THAT LET IN AS MUCH LIGHT AS POSSIBLE
— TS RESULTING U-SHAPE ALLOWS IT TO CONNECT COMPLETELY WITH THE SUR-
ROUNDING PINE-WOOD FOREST, WHILE STILL MAINTAINING TOTAL PRINACY

Asked what approach hae adopted for this project,
Lagartinho answers that it 15 a contemporary house with
a gecmetric-decanstructivist profile. His own style has
been filtered through the client's wision, resulting in a
stucture of unexpected intersecting geometries

While creating the home, Lagartinhe drew upon the
lessons he learned during his highly artistic wniversity
background and his experience of working in Balgium
a country with rigid rules and a focus on technology
These are illustrated by the magnificent effect of the
glass pavement over the water, the electronic tank, the
beauty of the mirrcred facades, and the home's energy
efficienacy, which is maintained by masterful manipulation
of its shades and |ouvers

The home's owner and his interior designer
Manica Paes, both wanied to creates a very functicnal,
comfartalzle and flexible interior space. Their choice
af furniture from different periods and various styles
has achieved a very personal and eclectic look. Filho
explaing that he likes 1o mix the old with the new, and bis
home s a showease of pleces he has discovered during
the course of his life and his many travels.
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THE MANSION REPRESENTS THE RESULTS OF EVERYTHING FILHO HAS
BEEN EXPOSED TO DURING HIS VARIOUS STINTS ARCUND THE WORLD AND
IT HAS COME TOGETHER IN THIS ONE PROJECT — HIS DREAM HOUSE

Ay utterly modem mirrored table sits in the heart of the
living roam;, next to an Empire-style sideboard bowght at an
auction. Mearwhile, the play area features a glossy table
created by renownad lalian designer Antonio Citterio.

Entertaining is a central function of the house,
harce the ample and open spaces that offer a perfect
setting for visitors. As a dedicaled hest and a man wha
enjoys the art of throwing a party. Torres Filho prepares
evarything down to the last detail, such as not serving
the same dish ar wing to his guests twice,

Even though he has lived in Portugal for the past 20
years, he still speaks with a faint Brazlian accent, And,
although Fie hasn't always felt this way, Filho now asserts
that ke waouldn't give up Porlugal for any country in the
world, evan his homeland,

Thi stunning mansion represents the refined results of all
the countries this truby cosmopalitan gentleman has lived
in. Everything he has been exposed to during his vanous
stirts around the world has come together in this cne
praject, undaubtedly making it the house of his dreams.
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